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Significance
WWI resulted in over 41 million casualties , created major political 

changes, and left unresolved rivalries which ultimately contributed to 
the start of the Second World War.

ÅFirst truly global war with all out total warfare
ÅModern industrial weapons with no concept of destruction
ÅShaped the 20th century:
ÅRussian Revolution= Soviet Union
ÅDestabilized the Middle East
ÅAmerica as a global power 
ÅFailed peace settlement= WWII
ÅInternational law established
ÅWe still live with its unresolved bitter consequences



Could war have been 
avoided?



M.A.I.N. Causes

ÅMilitarism
ÅAlliance System
ÅImperialism
ÅNationalism











Geopolitical Context



1. Ottoman Empire 
ÅљÉŔĦťШ~ċŰШŸŉШ
EƨƖŸƓĲњШ
ÅNationalist/indepen
dence movements= 
Ottoman Empire 
getting smaller (THE 
BALKANS) 
ÅIndustrially
underdeveloped





2. German Empire
ÅFranco-Prussian War (1870-1871)
ÅUnification of Germany
ÅBerlin replaced Paris as the focal point of 

global politics
ÅRapidly industrializing, militaristic, and 

technologically advanced
ÅFederal monarchy under Kaiser 

Wilhelm II
ÅAuthoritarianism and a rigid class 

structure
ÅEurope's largest continental economy
ÅIt was a dominant power with 

significant military strength







3. Austro-Hungarian Empire
ÅA massive, multinational empire in Central 

Europe
ÅGoverned nearly 50 million people in Central 

Europe

ÅHapsburg family
ÅRuler=Franz Joseph
Å66 years rule/resisted change of any kind/hated 

political reform

ÅHeir to the throne= Franz Ferdinand 
(nephew)
ÅWhile experiencing rapid industrialization 

and cultural, economic growth, it was 
plagued by deep ethnic tensions and
intense nationalism.





A Single 
Slavic 
State= 

Yugoslavia 



TheBlack HandandGavriloPrincip
ÅSerbian secret military society 

formed in 1911 that wanted to 
unite Slavic territories into one 
state (Yugoslavia)
ÅTookinspiration from Germany and 

Italian unification
ÅResponsible for planning the 

assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand
Å"I am a Yugoslav nationalist, 

aiming for the unification of all 
Yugoslavs, and I do not care what 
form of state, but it must be freed 
ŉƖŸůШ ƨƚƣƖŔċЮњ- Gavrilo Princip





Archduke Franz Ferdinand





Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
ÅHeir presumptive to the Austro-

Hungarian thronekilled
ÅJuly 28th 1914in Sarajevo, Bosnia 
ÅSerbianBlack Hand responsible
ÅPolitical objective of the 

assassination was to free Bosnia and 
Herzegovina of Austro-Hungarian rule 
and establish Yugoslavia
ÅAustria-Hungary declared war 

on Serbia= start of WWI L







Secret Alliances



The Great War Begins
ÅAustria-Hungary formally declared 

war on Serbia onJuly 28, 1914, 
initiating World War I. This 
declaration came exactly one month 
after the assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand by a Serbian 
nationalist.
ÅSerbia had powerful friends  

(RUSSIA)
ÅA-cШĤċĦťĲĬШĤǃШ]ĲƖůċŰǃШыљ7ũċŰťШ
9őĲĦťњь
ÅA-H was their only reliable and strong 

ally

ÅMessy alliance system made this not 
just another war in the Balkans 







How do you think 
industrialization effected 

combat during World War I?



Modern Warfare and Total War
What isџƣŸƣċũƽċƖлѠ
ÅComplete 

mobilization of a 
ƚƣċƣĲќƚresources, 
industries, and 
populations
ÅBlurred the lines 

between soldiers 
and civilians
ÅMass conscription 

and heavy 
propaganda













Chemical Weapons (Gas)
ÅMustard Gas- toxic war 
gas with sulfide based 
compounds that raises 
blisters and attacks the 
eyes and lungs







љ ŸШ~ċŰќƚШxċŰĬњ
ÅThe area of land 

between two enemy 
trench systems, which 
neither side wished to 
cross or seize due to 
fear of being attacked by 
the enemy.





Iron Harvest
ÅDeaths from WWI unexploded 

shells still occur, primarily in 
the "Iron Harvest" regions of 
Belgium and France, with a 
notable recent incident killing 
two construction workers in 
Ypres, Belgium, inMarch 2014. 
ÅOver 300 million projectiles 

were fired, and roughly 30% did 
not explode, with hundreds of 
deaths reported since 1918.


