
DBQ Essay (Medieval Europe) Planning  
Prompt: Develop an argument that evaluates the extent to which political decentralization impacted Europe 

during the time period 1000- 1450.  
 

Analyze the Prompt 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Outline (must use at least 7 different sources at least once) 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contextualization (Background)  
Make a brief list of specific ideas/events/developments that you could write about in your introduction 

contextualization sentences (must be different than the evidence you will use in your body paragraphs!) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thesis Statement  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

What are the key words in this prompt? 

Body 1 Main Idea- 

 

Doc #s- 

 

 

Body 2 Main Idea- 

 

Doc #s- 

 

 

Body 3 Main Idea- 

 

Doc #s- 

 

 

Contextualization ideas… 



Document 1 
Source: Investiture Controversy (1077) Holy Roman Emperor Henry IV journeying to Canossa, where the Pope 
to seek absolution and the revocation of his excommunication   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Document 2 
Source: Excerpt from the monastic vows of Brother Gerald  

 

 

 

 
Document 3  

Source: Photo of Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, France (Medieval Gothic Cathedral Opened 1345) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 4 
Source: Excerpt from the Magna Carta (1215)  

 
 
 
 



Document 5  
Source: The Battle of Agincourt, 15th-century miniature (battle took place in 1415 as part of the 
Hundred Years War)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 6  
Source: Marco Polo, The Travels of Marco Polo (1300) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Document 7  
Source: Excerpt from Pope Urban II to Crusaders (1095) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 10 
Source: Northern Europe in the 1400s, showing the extent of the Hanseatic League 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 11  
Source: Excerpt from European living during the Black Death. The plague lasted from 1348 to 1349, 
killing an estimated 25 million people in Europe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


