HISTORY OF MEDICINE SYLLABUS
Mrs. Adcox DeBakey HSHP Fall 2025

Course Outline

This course examines the history of how people have understood and experienced
health and sickness, and how people have practiced medicine and had medicine
practiced upon them, from ancient times to the present. Three major themes provide
an organizing framework: changing interpretations of the nature, causes, and
treatments of disease, the role of the physician in health and medicine, and societal
influences on health and disease. How these three themes have combined into a
coherent art and science of medicine provides the focus for the course. Through
examination of historical cases, students will become acquainted with the different
ways in which disease has been conceived of and treated through time and in different
contexts, the various roles that doctors have played in mitigating disease and ill health,
and the ways in which social context influence health and disease. This is a semester
long elective course unique to our campus.

Course Format and Units

A large amount of class time will be spent using a combination of lecture, seminar discussion, research-based
assignments and projects, debate formats, and writing workshops. We will analyze significant case studies from
the following ten units:

1.  Premodern Health and Surgery: Ancient to Medieval Medicine
Germs: From Theory to Reality
Public Health: Epidemics, Quarantines, and Inoculation

Effects of War on Medicine: Civil War, World Wars, and Vietham

Bioethics: An Ever-Changing Concept
Women in Health: From Childbirth to Healthcare Professionals

2
3
4
5. Marginalized Peoples in Medicine: Immigration, Eugenics, and Gender
6
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8. Deinstitutionalization Movement: 1950s-Current
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History of Health Insurance

10. Transforming Patient Care in the 20" Century: Technology, Technique, and Medical Advances

Assignments

All assignments and homework will be written on the board at the beginning of each week. It is your responsibility
to read this information and plan accordingly. You will struggle to participate in class discussions and activities if
you have not completed the previously assigned readings or homework.

Assessments

There will be weekly reading, vocabulary, short answer, and/or fill-in-the blank quizzes. Students have ONE week
from their absence to make up a quiz. If the missed quiz is not made up within this time frame, a grade of zero will
be recorded and cannot be made up. Exams will be a combination of multiple-choice questions and short answer
free-response questions. If a student misses an exam, they will have TWO school days to make it up outside of our
regular class time.

Class Participation

Students are expected to come to class having completed the assigned readings/homework, thought about their
content, and formulated ideas and questions for class discussion. Participation is not the same as attendance.
You will be expected to make regular and thoughtful contributions to the classroom discussion of readings and
other material as well as deliver research presentations in front of the class.



Late Work
All work is expected to be completed and turned in on time. If you are absent, you are responsible for obtaining the
missed notes, handouts, and assignments. Students who miss class MUST make up the work and complete it at
home. No work will be accepted more than one class day late otherwise.

Time to make up work if absent:

1.1 day absent day following return to class

2.2 days absent 2 days after return to class

3.3 days absent 3 days after return to class

4.4 days absent 4 days after return to class

5.5 days absent 5 days after return to class

6.6 days absent 5 days after return to class

Grading )

Grading Percentage Grading Scale
Exams and Projects (40%) go- ;;OO ‘é
Classwork and Homework (40%) 78__ 7;) C
Quizzes (20%) 60- 69 D
Semester Final: 10% of overall grade 59 or below F

Supply List

Please purchase the following school supplies below no later than Friday August 15™. These items are required
every day for this class. If you are having difficulty obtaining these items, please come see me before or after class
as soon as possible.

¢ (1) Package of loose-leaf notebook paper

e Regular pencils and black or blue pens

e Highlighters

e Colored pencils

Academic Honesty

Thank you for always doing your own work and trying your best. Academic dishonesty (plagiarism, cheating) will
result in an automatic zero for that assignment. Copying even ONE sentence and not citing the author is
considered plagiarism. Additionally, as long as one person is still testing in class during exam or quiz days, you are
to remain silent. You choose to talk, you choose a zero.

While Al tools (like ChatGPT) can assist with brainstorming or reviewing content, they must not replace your own
critical thinking, research, or writing. Over-reliance on Al undermines your learning and may result in academic
integrity concerns. All work submitted should reflect your own understanding and effort.

Classroom Rules/Discipline

| expect to have an atmosphere of courtesy and respect in this classroom. This is school. You are here to learn.
Learning requires your full attention. All district and school rules will be enforced in this room as well as my own
class rules, which are:

Rules

. Listen attentively while others have the floor

. Use appropriate language

. No cellphones out during class

. No food or drinks (with the exception of water)

. Demonstrate professionalism

. Be in your seat BEFORE class starts working on your bell-ringer

OO WN =

Conseqguences

1. First Offense=Verbal Warning

2. Second Offense= Student-Teacher Mini-Conference

3. Third Offense= Teacher-Parent Contact

4. Repeat or Severe= Office Referral and Parent-Teacher Conference



Important Note for Parents

Please check your student’s grades often and have your student email me when they will be absent from class as
to secure their missing assignments. Using the parent portal on HISD Connect by PowerSchool, parents can
access information 24/7 about students’ schedules, grades, and attendance. After viewing said information,
please contact me if you have any questions regarding your student’s success in my class.

Remind App: Optional Notification for this Course

Remind is a free, safe, and easy way for teachers to connect instantly with both students
and parents. In this classroom, it will be utilized to instantly communicate with every
student and parent that signs up about important reminders and deadlines, as well as any
academic materials relating to course content. Please know that this form of
communication is secure. Your phone numbers will be kept private so that teacher-student-
parent communication is safe and secure. | will never see students’ or parents’ phone
numbers. All communication will be electronically documented as well.

Send o text to

81010

Text this message

@49be8b2

To receive messages via text message, text the number 81010
and enter the message @49beBb2

Student Acknowledgement

I, , have read and reviewed the syllabus for History of Medicine and
agree to all terms listed therein.

Student Signature

Date

Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement

I, , have read my student’s syllabus for History of Medicine and will
help my student meet these standards.

Parent/Guardian’s Signature

Date

Optional Note
Please do not hesitate to leave me a note in the space provided below if there are any student needs/
accommodations | should be aware of:




