Gunpowder Empires
(Land-Based Empires)



Essential Question and Warm-Up

Essential Question:

—What were the achievements of the “gunpowder
empires”

Warm-Up Question:

Brainstorm the empires that we studied first semester:
What are the top 3 most successful empires?
Name 3 reasons these empires were so successful
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What is a “Gunpowder Empire”?

 Important land-based empires (Russia, Ming and Qing
China, Japan, the Ottoman Empire, the Safavid
Empire, and the Mughal Empire) that used
canon/artillery effectively to subjugate their enemies
and build control

* The three latter empires were Islamic, and together
they represent the height of Muslim political and
military power in world history.
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These emplres were i  All 3 eﬂmpireQS were able to
unique but shared | conquer neighboring people

some snmllarltles because they formed strong
==~ gunRrop el armies using rifles & artillery
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The Ottoman Empire
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Around 1300, the Muslim T]pire
Turks of Anatolia were unified
& formed the Ottoman Empire [ .\ ;
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Ottoman rulers [ The greatest Ottoman sultan
were called sultans { was Suleyman the Magnificent
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Governed by a
Sultan/Caliph

e Religious/spiritual
authority, In
addition to his
formal political
authority

 Tradition of killing
brothers (fratricide)




Suleyman’s greatest accomplishment was

creating a stable gov’t for his empire
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He was known as
“Suleyman the Lawgiver”
because he created a
law code that governed
criminal & civil issues

He created a simplified &
fair tax system to raise
money for his empire

He granted freedom of
worship to Christians &
Jews living in the empire




The Ottoman army included 30,000 elite
soldiers called janissaries who were slaves that
were trained to be loyal to the government




Devshirme System

eKnNown as
|l evy” or
this was an Ottoman
practice of forcibly
recruiting soldiers and
bureaucrats from
among the children of
their Balkan Christian
subjects= Janissaries




In 1453, the Ottomans attacked Constantinople

& conquered the Byzantine Empire
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By the late 1600s, the Ottomans expanded into the
Mlddle East, Northern Africa, & Eastern Europe
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Imperial Harem

e Composed of the wives, servants,
femal e rel ati ves
concubines in the Ottoman Empire.

* They occupied a secluded portion
of the Ottoman imperial household
and often played an important
social function within the Ottoman
court and wielded considerable
political authority.

 Example: Roxelana (Hurrem)




Often Supported Tolerance/Diversity

 After the fall of Constantinople in 1453 the Ottoman empire
absorbed the former Byzantine lands and the number of Christians
under Ottoman rule greatly increased. By the middle of the 1500s
the non-Muslim population of the empire reached about 40%.

* The Ottoman Empire had a large number of non-Muslim and non-
Turkish minority groups within the empire. The treatment of these
groups varied across time. While many instances of harsh
treatment and the killing of minority groups exist in Ottoman history,
the Ottoman Empire had many inclusive policies incorporating
religious and ethnic groups into the empire.



Acceptance of Jewish People  pum

* In the 15th and 16th centuries, there was a
rise in antisemitism in parts of Europe. In
Portugal and Spain, Jewish persecution was
extreme. Queen Isabella started a processin |
1492 that led to the expulsion of all Jews from |
Spain. One place that allowed Jews SRS
community migration was the Ottoman
Empire.

e Once in the Ottoman Empire, Jewish
communities became influential in trading and §
business within the empire. Jewish
communities were incorporated into the millet §
system and generally allowed to maintain
Jewish schooling and court systems.




Millet System

* Religious communities each had independent courts of law that
governed their communities.

 Allowed non-Muslim religious minority (Jewish and Christian)
communities to judge members of their religious communities on their
own spiritual teachings’™ rules an

B Musulman 4
" Rum (orthodoxe)

Juif
B Arménien

Catholique et protégés




Siege of Vienna (1683)

I EXTENT OF OTTOMAN EMPIRE IN 1683 AD
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Art, architecture, & poetry
flourished under Suleyman as
the Ottoman Empire experienced

a cultural renaissance

"

Ottoman miniature
painting




“The Sick Man of Europe”

*Decline in mid-19%
century and loss In
WWI= dissolution of
the Ottoman Empire
in the early 20t
century
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Unlike the Ottomans who were Sunni Muslims, T~
| the Safavids believed in Shi’a Islam & strictly |
converted the people they conquered Sl
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The SafaVuds were Tu rks living Safavid rulers
in Persia who built a powerful | were called shahs,
gunpowder army & created | | using the Persian

| an empire in modern-day lran | - title for king



The greatest ruler of the Safavid Empire was

......
20 sl -

Shah Abbas who came to power in 1587

Abbas borrowed ideas from
outside groups to improve
the Safavid Empire

He modeled Ottoman
janissaries, used merit to
employ gov’t workers, &

introduced religious
toleration which helped

Safavids trade with

European Christians

Art flourished, especially
carpets that blended
Persian & European designs




The Decline of the Safavid Empire

y Safavid Empire, 1683
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Like the Ottomans,
Shah Abbas blinded
or killed his most
capable sons in
order to keep power

As a result, weak
leaders led to a
rapid decline of the
Safavid Empire

While the Ottoman

Empire lasted until
1922, the Safavid

| Empire fell in 1747




L % [ 2P it N s -
AN S AN SN
N gn -7 M L G IS TT 2 T NS, . 4B~

Tty (ST Y - NGN: ) -

e
PRI .t

e

The Mughal Empire

Growth of the Mughal Empire, 1526-1707

=~ Mughal Empire, 1525 (Babur)
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The Mughals were Muslims who
. descended from Turks, Afghans,
& Mongols Iiving in central Asia

)‘U

wie most of = ive The Ottomans &
Safavids, the Mughals
built a powerful army
wnth guns & cannons




Akbar was the greatest of all the Mughal rulers

Akbar’s greatest achievement
was cultural blending &
religious toleration

He held religious discussions
#11 with Hindu & Muslim scholars

He ended the tax that
non-Muslims were required
to pay & created a fair &

.f BRI Y affordable tax system
Because he was Muslim He married many
ruling in a largely Hindu wives, among them

region, Akbar allowed non- were Muslim, Hindu,

Muslims to worship freely & Christian women




The best example of Akbar’s tolerance was his
creation of a new religion called the Divine Faith

The Divine Faith was an

example of syncretism
because it blended ideas
from Islam, Hinduism,

Christianity, & Zoroastrianism

Akbar hoped the Divine Faith
would end conflicts between
Muslims & Hindus

But, the Divine Faith never
attracted many Muslim or
Hindu converts..When Akbar
died, so did the Divine Faith




During Akbar’s reign, art flourished

Mughal artists were known
for their colorful paintings
called miniatures
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Mughal architecture was known for
blending of Hindu & Islamic designs

The greatest example of Mughal architecture is the
Taj Mahal which was built in 1631 by Shah Jahan
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Sati

* Notably associated with elite
Hindu Rajput clans in western
India, marking one of the points
of divergence between Hindu
and their Muslim Mughal rulers

« Emperor Akbar was averse to
the practice of Sati; however, he
expressed his admiration for
"widows who wished to be
cremated with their deceased
husbands". He issued an order
to prevent any use of
compulsion in sati.

* Instances of sati continued
during and after the era of Akbar







Sikhism

* Another major religion in India at this time was
Sikhism.

e Sikhism is a nonviolent religion that blends the
doctrines of Buddhism, Hinduism, and Sufism
(Islamic mysticism).

* The way to lead a good life is to:
— Keep God in heart and mind at all times
— Live honestly and work hard
— Treat everyone equally
— Be generous to the less fortunate
— Serve others




Sikhism Continued

* |t was founded by Gufu Nanak and is based on his

teachings and those of the 9 Sikh gurus who
followed him.

* God according to Guru Nanak is beyond full
comprehension by Humans.
e God:
— has endless number of virtues
— takes on innumerable forms
— can be called by an infinite
number of names




The Decllne of the Mughal Empire
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The Mughal Empire grew weak
by 1700 as kings spent too
much money on palaces & war
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In addition, the large
population of Hindus
in India began to
.| revolt against their

- Muslim rulers
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Great Britain took

advantage of this weakness,

conquered India, &
removed the last Mughal

emperor from power in 1858
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These empires provided

new contributions in
law, art, & religion

But, their decline by the
1800s allowed newly
industrialized European
nations to dominate Asia
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