
Gunpowder Empires
(Land-Based Empires)

Mrs. Adcox 



Essential Question and Warm-Up

Essential Question: 

–What were the achievements of the “gunpowder 
empires”

Warm-Up Question: 

Brainstorm the empires that we studied first semester:

What are the top 3 most successful empires? 

Name 3 reasons these empires were so successful







What is a “Gunpowder Empire”?

•Important land-based empires (Russia, Ming and Qing 
China, Japan, the Ottoman Empire, the Safavid 
Empire, and the Mughal Empire) that used 
canon/artillery effectively to subjugate their enemies 
and build control

•The three latter empires were Islamic, and together 
they represent the height of Muslim political and 
military power in world history. 







The Ottoman Empire







Governed by a 
Sultan/Caliph

•Religious/spiritual 
authority, in 
addition to his 
formal political 
authority

•Tradition of killing 
brothers (fratricide)







Devshirme System

•Known as a “child 
levy” or “blood tax,” 
this was an Ottoman 
practice of forcibly 
recruiting soldiers and 
bureaucrats from 
among the children of 
their Balkan Christian 
subjects= Janissaries







Imperial Harem
•Composed of the wives, servants, 
female relatives and sultan’s 
concubines in the Ottoman Empire. 

•They occupied a secluded portion 
of the Ottoman imperial household 
and often played an important 
social function within the Ottoman 
court and wielded considerable 
political authority.

•Example: Roxelana (Hurrem)



Often Supported Tolerance/Diversity

•After the fall of Constantinople in 1453 the Ottoman empire 
absorbed the former Byzantine lands and the number of Christians 
under Ottoman rule greatly increased. By the middle of the 1500s 
the non-Muslim population of the empire reached about 40%. 

•The Ottoman Empire had a large number of non-Muslim and non-
Turkish minority groups within the empire. The treatment of these 
groups varied across time. While many instances of harsh 
treatment and the killing of minority groups exist in Ottoman history, 
the Ottoman Empire had many inclusive policies incorporating 
religious and ethnic groups into the empire.



Acceptance of Jewish People
•In the 15th and 16th centuries, there was a 

rise in antisemitism in parts of Europe. In 
Portugal and Spain, Jewish persecution was 
extreme. Queen Isabella started a process in 
1492 that led to the expulsion of all Jews from 
Spain. One place that allowed Jews 
community migration was the Ottoman 
Empire. 

•Once in the Ottoman Empire, Jewish 
communities became influential in trading and 
business within the empire. Jewish 
communities were incorporated into the millet 
system and generally allowed to maintain 
Jewish schooling and court systems.



Millet System
•Religious communities each had independent courts of law that 

governed their communities. 

•Allowed non-Muslim religious minority (Jewish and Christian) 
communities to judge members of their religious communities on their 
own spiritual teachings’ rules and requirements. 



Siege of Vienna (1683)



Tulip Period (1718-1730)





“The Sick Man of Europe”

•Decline in mid-19th

century and loss in 
WWI= dissolution of 
the Ottoman Empire 
in the early 20th

century



The Safavid Empire









The Mughal Empire













Sati
•Notably associated with elite 

Hindu Rajput clans in western 
India, marking one of the points 
of divergence between Hindu 
and their Muslim Mughal rulers

•Emperor Akbar was averse to 
the practice of Sati; however, he 
expressed his admiration for 
"widows who wished to be 
cremated with their deceased 
husbands". He issued an order 
to prevent any use of 
compulsion in sati.

•Instances of sati continued 
during and after the era of Akbar
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