




Republicanism
ÅPolitical ideology centered on citizenship in astate organized as arepublicunder 

which the people holdpopular sovereignty. 

ÅRepublic- a state in which supreme power is held by the people and their elected 
representatives, and which has an elected or nominated president rather than a 
monarch.



Significance
ÅWhen: 1789 (height of the 18th century)

ÅExtraordinary moment when people began to believe they could 
recreate everything in society; not just politics and institutions, but 
human nature itself through revolutionary actions.

ÅOne man will inspire a nation to cast aside its reluctant king and 
hated queen, and a new republic will be born in blood.

ÅCrosswords of the modern world; brought bread to the poor, 
democracy to France, and established a whole new society but at a 
heavy price. 



Versailles
Completed by King Louis XIV (1682) (ABSOLUTE MONARCH) 











1770 Wedding
ÅPrince Louis (later Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette)

ÅPolitical union between Austria (Hapsburgs) and France (Bourbons) 



Louis XVI 



aŀŘŀƳŜ 5ǳ .ŀǊǊȅ άCŀǘ ƛƭƭ ōǊŜŘ ōƻȅέ





hǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ±ŜǊǎŀƛƭƭŜǎΧ



Maria Theresa



Seven Years War (French and Indian War)
ÅGlobal conflict (1756-мтсоύ ά²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ ½ŜǊƻέ

ÅThe large-scale conflict that drew in most of the European powers was 
centered on Austria's desire to recoverSilesia(region in present day Poland) 
from the Prussians. Seeing the opportunity to curtail Britain's and Prussia's 
ever-growing might, France and Austria put aside theirancient rivalryto form 
a grand coalition of their own, bringing most of the other European powers to 
their side. (also about land in North America)

ÅCǊŀƴŎŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΧŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ 

ÅBritain's rise as among the world'spredominant powersdestroyed France's 
supremacy in Europe, thus altering theEuropean balance of power.

ÅBritain in debt and starts raising taxes on colonies + Proclamation of 1763

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French%E2%80%93Habsburg_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superpower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_balance_of_power




άtǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǳǎ [ƻǊŘΣ ŦƻǊ ǿŜ ǊŜƛƎƴ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳƴƎΦέ
ÅKingdom in crisis

ÅOnly 20 years old and really not prepared;

ÅLacked self confidence



Age of Enlightenment (18th century) 
ÅWhy are aristocrats the one with privilege? Is hierarchy natural?

ÅStarts with upper class but spreads 



Maximilien Robespierre
ÅYoung law student gives Latin soliloquyǘƻ ƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƘƻƴƻǊΧƛǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ



American Revolution
Å1776 Declaration of 

Independence

Å1787 US Constitution Ą 1789 
US Bill of Rights



America bankrupts France

ÅMarquis de Lafayette 



Life at Versailles
ÅArchaic ritual and formality









Madam Deficit 
ÅCountry in economic chaos, and Marie Antoinette continues to spend 

like nothing is happening.



No heir for 7 years!? YOU HAVE ONE JOB



Bad harvests= shortage of bread
Å1788-89, coldest winter in 90 years

ÅKing Louis XVI misguided economically; heavy taxes on the poor.

ÅCosts of flour doubles; hunger turns to rage.



Jacques Necker (Finance Minister 1789)
ÅAdvises Louis XVI to hold meeting with estates general to seek help of 

financial crisis

Å175 years since the last time they meet 



Estates General
Å1st Estate= clergy

Å2nd Estate= Nobility

Å3rd Estate= everyone else (97% of population) (always outvoted)





Nobility and clergy should pay taxes too!
ÅRobespierre called to be voice of the people in estates general

ÅJune 20, 1789 doors locked



Tennis Court Oath
ÅSwear not stop meeting until they have a constitution (new national 

assembly) true reps of peeps of France (defy the KING)



ά¢h ¢I9 .!{¢L[[9Ηέ

ÅJacques Necker, the Finance Minister, who was sympathetic to the 
Third Estate, was dismissed on July 11. The people of Paris then 
stormed theBastille, fearful that they and their representatives would 
be attacked by the royal army or by foreign regiments of mercenaries 
in the king's service, and seeking to gain ammunition and gunpowder 
for the general populace.

ÅMan of the inside has been outsted

ÅPeople have formed their own national guard 

ÅStorming of the Bastille (July 14, 1789)

ÅBastille prison was a symbol of the absolute monarchy 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Necker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bastille




ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ŘƛŜέ
ÅPeople are making a strong statement that you cannot get rid of the 

new national assembly- we take the side of the revolution.



Tricolore



άLǎ ƛǘ ŀ ǊŜǾƻƭǘΚέΧ άbƻ {ƛǊŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦέ



Bastille key gift to Washington 



Declaration of the Rights of Man


