
European Renaissance Primary Sources 
 

Document 1 
Source: Portrait of Cosimo di Giovanni de’ Medici (1389-1464), an Italian banker, politician, and art 
patron who established the Medici family as effective rulers of Florence during much of the Italian 
Renaissance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document 2 
Source: Niccolò Machiavelli, Florentine humanist and political theorist, The Prince, 1532 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 3 
Source: Baldassare Castiglione, Italian courtier, diplomat, soldier, and prominent Renaissance 
author, The Courtier, 1528 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document 5 
Source: Francesco Petrarch, Italian scholar, poet, and one of the earliest humanists, Letter to 
Posterity, 1372 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document 6 
Source: The Birth of Venus, oil painting by Italian artists Sandro Botticelli, it depicts the ancient 
Roman goddess Venus arriving at the shore after her birth, painted in the mid-1480s 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document 7 
Source: St. Peter’s Basilica, located in Vatican City, construction began in 1506 and was completed 
in 1626 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document 8 
Source: The Sistine Chapel in Vatican City, the chapel takes its name from Pope Sixtus IV who has if 
built between 1473 and 1481 and painted by Michelangelo  
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Document 10 
Source: The Act of Supremacy issued by English King Henry VIII, 1534 
 
Albeit, the King's Majesty justly and rightfully is and oweth to be the 
supreme head of the Church of England, and so is recognized by the 
clergy of this realm in their Convocations; yet nevertheless for 
corroboration and confirmation thereof, and for increase of virtue in Christ's 
religion within this realm of England, and to repress and extirp all errors, 
heresies and other enormities and abuses heretofore used in the same, Be 
it enacted by authority of this present Parliament that the King our 
sovereign lord, his heirs and successors kings of this realm, shall be taken, 
accepted and reputed the only supreme head in earth of the Church of 
England called Anglicana Ecclesia, and shall have and enjoy annexed and 
united to the imperial crown of this realm as well the title and style thereof, 
as all honours, dignities, preeminences, jurisdictions, privileges, 
authorities, immunities, profits and commodities, to the said dignity of 
supreme head of the same Church belonging and appertaining.  
 

 

 

Document 11 
Source: The Arnolfini Portrait, oil painting by Dutch artist Jan van Eyck, believed to depict the Italian 
merchant Giovanni di Nicolao Arnolfini and his wife, 1434 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document 12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document 13 
Source: Prologue from the play Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare, an English playwright, 
poet, and actor, 1593 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: _______________________________     Date: ________________ 

European Renaissance Primary Source Analysis 
 

Prompt: To what extent did the Renaissance change Western European society in the period 
between the 14th century and early 17th century? 
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Why? 

 



Doc # Difference from Medieval Europe? Economic, social/cultural, and/or political 
changes? 
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GROUPING (must use at LEAST 7 DOCS) 

 

 Main Idea #1: 

  Doc #s: 

 

 Main Idea #2: 

  Doc #s: 

 

 Main Idea #3: 

  Doc #s: 
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