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in Europe 

(1450-1750)



Renaissance 
ÅBy the 14th century, northern Italy had many urban areas, while rest 

of Europe was still mostly rural. Urbanization was a function of the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƻ 
came to dominate politics and society as well as business= patrons

ÅBy 1450 the Renaissance was already launched in Italy

ÅHumanism= emphasized individual capabilities and 
accomplishments supported an entrepreneurial spirit

ÅRenewed interest in ancient civilization of Greece and Rome= 
challenged the authority of the Roman Catholic Church?

ÅRevived interest in classical writing and secular subjects in opposition 
to the emphasis on theology and spiritual topics of the Middle Ages











Medieval Gothic Cathedrals (rib vaultand 
the flying buttress) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rib_vault
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_buttress


wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άwŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ aŀƴέ
Å{ŀƛƴǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ .ŀǎƛƭƛŎŀ όмрлсύ Ą stray away from Gothic medieval arch.

ÅMedici Family (Pope Leo X r. 1513 to his death in 1521)





Johann Gutenberg (1454) Gutenberg Bible



Papacy/Papal Authority



Indulgences 



Protestant Reformation (1517)
ÅSchism in Western Christianity

ÅaŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ άфр ¢ƘŜǎŜǎέ 

ÅCalvinists (John Calvin) άtǊŜŘŜǎǘƛƴŜŘέ

ÅRegardless, no question male dominance in the 
church and family

ÅThe impact ofhumanism, and the new learning of 
the Renaissancethat questioned much traditional 
thought.

Å[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ 
vernacular (instead of Latin) made it more accessible 
to the laity, an event that had a tremendous impact 
on both the church and German culture. Ą Lutheran 
churches



Catholic Reformation (Counter-Reformation)

ÅCouncil of Trent (1545-
1563)

ÅJesuits (Spanish)

ÅInquisitions 

ÅCharles V, Holy Roman 
Emperor, and Phillip II, 
King of Spain, key political 
and military architects of 
the Counter Reformation





BIG IDEAS: Political Consolidation

ÅThe many cultural changes in Europe 
during early modern timers were 
accompanied by political changes, most 
notably the consolidation of weak 
medieval kingdoms into strong, 
centralized states.

ÅReligion remained very important, and 
religious issues continued to fragment 
the Holy Roman Empire, but strong kings 
emerged in England, France, and Spain by 
the late 16th century.



Holy Roman Empire



The Holy 
Roman 
Empire



Charles V, Holy Roman Empire
ÅThe Holy Roman Empire was a multi-ethnic complex of 

territories inWesternandCentral Europethat 
developed during theEarly Middle Agesand continued 
until its dissolution in 1806 during theNapoleonic Wars
(1,004 years!)

Å800 CE Germanic war leader Charlemagne and Pope 
όŘŜŀƭ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ά/ŜǎŀǊέΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
religious superiority over my secular power)= HOLY 
ROMAN EMPIRE= rocky relationship for years to come 

ÅColonization of the Americas, Christianization of 
Natives/ Approval for Jesuit order to convert Asia, 
missionary missions

ÅManaged to bankrupt Holy Roman Empire (defaulted 
on massive debts to creditors) always doomed?

ÅLacked nationalism, never had means of levying direct 
taxes/raising army from territories, TOO BIG 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleonic_Wars




Habsburgs
ÅEuropean warrior clan claimed emperors throne and establish dominance over 

the papacy= dynastic marriages between family members= inheritance within 
family and out of the church 





Habsburgs
Å1356 papacy fought back and HRE position turned into an elected position

ÅFamily had to pay a fortune and bribes to win elections 

ÅCharles V starts rule in debt = tax increases? NOPE 

ÅRuler of Spain and Germany (family tree)

Åά.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƛƴ мрнмΣ DŜǊƳŀƴ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 
think of themselves as being guaranteed the rights to speak in Parliament, to 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŀȄŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀǎέ

ÅProtestantism another headache for Charles V (he is Catholic)

ÅIŀŘ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊǳƭŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ όŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŀ ŎƘǳƴƪ ƻŦ .ǊŀȊƛƭΧǿƘȅΚύ

Å1520 received complaints about native treatment, banned new encomiendas
and this worked not at all.

ÅAbdicated throne (son Phillip II gets Spain)





Spain



Spain (absolute monarch)

ÅKingdom unified in the late 15th century by the marriage of Ferdinand 
and Isabella, combining to small kingdoms of Castile and Aragon

ÅColumbus, drove out Muslims from Southern Spain with the conquest 
of Granada in 1492

ÅDevoutly Catholic

ÅwƛŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ ²ƻǊƭŘΧǎƛƭǾŜǊΚ WY ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ infaliation

ÅDivine rights of a king; absolutism

ÅSpanish armada vs England





France



Henry of Navarre (King Henry IV of France)
ÅAbjurethe Calvinistfaith; Accepts Catholic faith

ÅFrench Wars of Religions (1562-1598) ĄHuguenotsv. Catholics Ą
Estimated 3 million people died in this period of violence, famine, and 
disease

ÅLouis XIV revoked Edict of Nantes  (r. 1643-1715)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abjuration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvinist


French Absolutism 

ÅLouis XIV and Versailles όά{ǳƴ YƛƴƎέύ 
(r. 1643 ς1715)

Åά5ƛǾƛƴŜ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ YƛƴƎǎέ

ÅSought to eliminate feudalism by 
compelling many members of the 
nobility to inhabit his palace 

ÅLongest reigning monarch (72 years)

ÅLeader in the growing centralization 
of power

ÅWar defined foreign policy





Hall of Mirrors





England



Wars of the Roses (1455-1487) 
ÅEngland: House of Plantagenet/Lancaster v. House of York

ÅRichard III (killed princes in the tower???) (hunchback???)

ÅBattle of Bosworth Field ĄHenry Tudor wins Ą Became Henry VII 
(7th not 8th) starts Tudor period in England 









King Henry VIII (8th) (1509-1547) (Tudors)
ÅάϦ5ƛǾƻǊŎŜŘΣ ōŜƘŜŀŘŜŘΣ ŘƛŜŘΣ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘΣ ōŜƘŜŀŘŜŘΣ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘΦέ

ÅWants divorce from Catherine of Aragon(daughter of Fernanda and 
Isabella and aunt to Charles V) ĄtƻǇŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƴƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴƎŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ± 
Ą annulment?

ÅCreates Anglican Church (Protestant) to marry Anne Boleyn 

ÅThomas Wolsey executed (archbishop of York) and chief adviser to 
king

ÅThomas MoreΥ άϦL ŘƛŜ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎϥǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘϥǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ

ÅThomas Cromwell (also later executed) Chief Minister 

ÅOffspring? Edward, Mary, and Elizabeth

ÅPuritans ŀǊŜ άǇǳǊŜέ /ŀƭǾƛƴƛǎǘǎĄ Plymouth, MA 1620 Mayflower 
voyage




